Report on Training Programme on Technology Facilitated Gender Based
Violence (TFGBV) — Dharmapuri (22" December 2023)

Socio-demographics of Dharmapuri:

Dharmapuri is one of the largest districts in Tamilnadu which contains a
population of 15,06,843 according to 2011 census data. Dharmapuri is a town and
headquarters of the district. This town and its villages are known for water resources
like Hokenagal which flows from river Cauvery and parts of other water resources
flowing from Andhra Pradesh. It is also known for hilly regions around the district.
Agriculture is the major occupation of the people in the district. Paddy and Sugar cane
are the major crops of the region. However, Dharmapuri has its people widespread
across its neighbouring states and districts like Bengaluru, Hosur, Coimbatore,
Krishnagiri and Salem for their livelihood. Socio-economic status of people has been
at stake because of the lack of education and unavailability of certain resources for
their income generation. According to the data provided by Government of Tamilnadu,
Dharmapuri has the lowest literacy rate 74.23% of the urban population and 62.96%
of the rural population. Lack of awareness has been prevailing over decades which is
now replaced by an increased rate of education and employment opportunities over
the last few years. In addition, this town has been a research hotspot for its increased
rate of female foeticide and infanticide which could be seen through census data of
having the lowest sex ratio of 913 females out of 1000 males which has been
increasing and decreasing gradually over two decades. On the whole, this district is
upgrading positively by rejecting the setbacks of its history. Dharmapuri has 18 major
educational institutions to cater the service to its people in the urban and rural areas of
the town. Sri Vijay Vidalaya institutions provide its services to young women and
girls in and around Dharmapuri town.

Partnering Institution:

Sri Vijay Vidyalaya College of Arts and Science affiliated with Periyar
University, Salem, and has been awarded ‘A’ grade by the National Assessment and
Accreditation Council, located in Dharmapuri is one of the major institutions which
caters educational services to the students located in and around the district. It aims to
provide education to female students who are deprived economically and socially.
The college assures knowledge, degree and placement to their students which

enhances and upgrades the lives of young women and girls. The management insists



on education being an unbroken stretch process. Quality, expert knowledge and great
change are the in the middle of chief place of higher education. To put liquid in
violent motion out the talents of younger living-stage and too well-dressed person
them through skill-based quality education is the purpose of our organisation. In this
direction, this college is making an attempt in the direction of making great changes
to young girls into given power to individuals.

They desire to achieve the growth of this college as a model for copying the deeply
rooted path for women’s education by providing quality education and skills-based
training. Vijay Vidyalaya wants to create some qualities that all students need in order
to find employment. So they move in the direction of the ultimate goal of “Education
for All” set by the Government of India. The College management quotes as such “If
You are planning for a year, sow rice; if you are planning for a decade, plant trees; if
you are planning for a lifetime, educate people”.

Training Program - Dharmapuri

The program began with greetings to the guests of the program by the
principal of the college Dr.K.Bala Sundaram. Compering was done by the students of
IStyear M.A.English Literature. As to make it more auspicious the lamp was lit by the
chief guests of the program. Dignitaries of the program Selvi.R.Sindhu, Deputy
Superintendent of Police, Dr.M.Priyamvadha, Professor of Criminology, University
of Madras were honoured and welcomed by the Correspondent of the college Thiru
D.N.C.Manivannan.

The program was solely organised to provide awareness about cyber crime
and ways to prevent it in terms of Gender Based Violence. The program was briefly
explained by Prof. M. Priyamvadha. She spoke about the need to know cyberspace
and the crimes happening in the virtual space which is borderless because of its nature
of being virtual which could happen from any part of the world to any one around the
globe. Since its anonymity makes the crime happening more easier. In addition,
anonymity brings much difficulty in identifying the perpetrator and moreover, people
are unaware of such crimes and it puts such crimes under the carpet. Digital crimes
puts people’s life at stake because of their unidentifiable nature. She also spoke about
how virtual democracy is being misused. The advantage of using the internet 10 years
ago is different from people using it now and emphasis was given on how youngsters
experience fear of victimization as almost all youngsters use different platforms of

social media. She gave a brief description of the training program as well.



The next speaker of the day was Selvi.R.Sindhu Deputy Superintendent of
Police, Dharmapuri, who initiated her speech by stating Violence against women
and girls is prevalent around the globe and that there are measures taken to stop this
violence. She said that all of this violence happens in a physical setup where it is
easier to deal with it, whereas cybercrimes are not as easy as this. She quoted two
examples from her experience for the understanding of the students. The first example
is about an educated woman who fell into the trap of a cybercriminal and lost money
to him. This woman’s relationship with the perpetrator out of wedlock made her lose
not just the money but was threatened by him to post all the messages and photos they
had together. The other incident is about a child who was unaware of the cyber
stalking that happened to her and in both the cases police intervened and were able to
find a solution. She said that this may not be possible in every case because of the
widespread virtual space and insisted on the point that students should use the
technology, digital space and social media mindfully to avoid such incidents
happening to them.

In a district like Dharmapuri where much knowledge and education is
unavailable to girls makes it difficult for them to live a livelihood stated by the
Correspondent of the college. When education is provided to girls they are lit by their
degrees and they are unlit by certain aspects of knowledge. He spoke about how
educated young women fall prey of toxic relationships and elope with the boys and
face a severe backlash in their lives. This elopement happens due to the misuse of
social media by young boys and girls which leads them to this path and puts them into
a dark state. This condition makes them unaware of the real-life competition around
the globe. D.N.C.Mannivannan spoke about the need to have knowledge about
technology and its positives and negatives as well. He insisted that women and girls to
be careful while using social media. He stated that there is a need to understand how
to use social media in the right manner for the development of their career and to
attain tremendous knowledge and skills. He said that such IVLP program and others
related to technology and Gender based violence is much needed and it will be useful
for the student community to be aware of things happening around them.

Thiru.K.Vikraman, Administrative officer of the college conveyed his regards
to the students and advised them to learn about technology and cyber crimes against
women and children which would help them to have a better future. Placement officer

Amitha Banu interacted with the students and emphasised the need for safe usage of



social media which many young students are addicted. She further reiterated the
careful usage of social media which victimises the students in multiple ways. Social
media rather than being productive, creates distraction and less productivity among
students which needs to be understood by the students.

Mr.Thomas Gowthaman, a research scholar in Criminology from the

University of Madras, proposed the vote of thanks for the inaugural session.
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About the trainers

Two trainers were involved in the training program. First, Mr.Jagdeesh Kumar,
currently a Ph.D. Scholar, Junior Research fellow, University Grant Commission and
is also qualified as assistant professor. Second was Mr. Thomas Gowthaman, who is
currently a Ph.D. research scholar in Criminology from the University of Madras. He
is also a Junior Research fellow, University Grant Commission and is also qualified as
assistant professor. Both of them trained the participants and provided them with

awareness on technology-facilitated violence against women and the preventive



measures that they can adopt to stay safe. The training modules were explained in
Bilingual English and Tamil (regional language) by Mr. Thomas Gowthaman and
Mr.Jagdeesh Kumar.
Profile of the participants

For the training program, 85 participants were present. Profile of the
participants included undergraduate National Service Scheme (NSS) students of
various departments of the college along with B.ed, teacher training students. The
participants were put into the program with the motive of spreading awareness
through NSS campaigns and teacher training institutes as well. Participants were
enthusiastic and eager to participate and learn and also to spread awareness to the
student community.
Session 1: Overview of Technology

Session 1 began with the basic question of what technology is and how is it
useful to human kind. The students explained it as such technology is something that
eases human life. Every scientific invention or knowledge has made human life easier
comparatively from the last two decades. In addition, students said that
communication has become more easier in the 21% century. This conversation paved
an easier way for the trainer to explain about digital technology and its uses in the 21%
century. The basics of digital technology and its growth in the last 2 decades
especially in the aspect of communication. A little statistical data was provided along
with the explanation of different aspects of digital technology and communication.
Trainer Jagdeesh explained about the cyber space/virtual space that is invisible and
widespread. He spoke about the different uses of technology in various walks of life
such as banks, education, health, financial services and government services. He
further moved on how these aspects could be useful and an advantage to people to get
the work done within minutes. A fine example from his session is about booking
travel tickets in the railways. With certain applications it has become pretty easier to
book tickets within minutes for which people have been spending hours in railway
stations in the previous decades. In addition, he spoke about the threats of digital
technology in connection with cyber crimes such as online fraud, stalking, phishing
etc. He spent a little more time on explaining how social media has become an easy
way to communicate with anyone in any part of the world. However, the same nature
of social media puts people at threat of being victims of crimes committed by cyber

attackers. The session ended with the note that digital technology is useful in multiple



ways, similarly, it can lead to damage which could be irreparable too. So using
technology should be done with the right conscience to avoid damage.
Session 2: Technology Facilitated: Gender Based Violence

This module began with a discussion about love and its projection in cinema.
Many students commented that love in cinema has been projecting toxicity as a form
of acceptable aspect and it also provides an overview that violence on women and
wife beating is love too. In addition, wife beating/child beating is considered normal
unless it moves beyond an extent. To move further with the existing knowledge on
violence against women in cinema and real life among students, this module
explained the gender based violence and its impact on women and girls in society.
Statistical data was used to show students how violence against women and girls is
deep and widespread around the globe in different forms which is unacceptable. Many
students were aware of the physical violence whereas other forms of violence were
explained to them in detail for their deeper understanding. In addition, their
knowledge of Technology facilitated Gender Based Violence was clearly explained
by the trainer for them to understand and acknowledge if they face similar aspects of

violence.
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Session 3: Forms of Technology Facilitated Gender Based Violence

In this session the trainer explained the various types of violence happening
against women and girls in the cyber space. Each form of cyber crime activities in
virtual spaces like Cyber bullying, Doxing, Pishing, Sexting, Hate speech, Trolling
were explained to the students with relevant examples from cinema and other popular
shows. Students were amused by certain forms of cyber crimes which are prevalent in
real life scenarios. At the end of these three sessions, there were suggestions and
questions posted by the participants.



1. Do we have any applications that can stop obscene or unwanted messages from
reaching the user? If not so why cannot these applications build such a system to stop
obscene messages or content?

To this question the answer was yes there are applications that can stop these
messages if the user sets it up or else the user should put certain words in and filter the
receiving texts. In other cases, many other applications do not have this facility.

2. Can we file a case against trolling?

Response to this question was yes, we can file a case against trolling according
to the nature of it. Section 499, 503 and 507 of Indian Penal Code (IPC).

Session 3 had all of these valuable questions and suggestions from the participants.
Session 4: Awareness and Prevention of Technology Facilitated Gender Based
Violence

In continuation to session 3 which spoke about the cyber crimes done by
others, session 4 insisted upon the things that need to be done by an individual to
protect themselves from being a victim. There were certain questions asked to
participants as part of the activity to make them understand the depth of crimes
happening against women and girls through social media. Being in the 1% year of
college a 17 year old student has more than 1000 followers on her Instagram account
out of which she only knows around 200 individuals in person. Many other students
told they have followers of around 300 to 500 which they only know 25% of people in
person. In addition trainer also asked how many individuals have an SOS application
provided by the Government of Tamilnadu to ensure the safety of women and
children. Many students told that they do not have space in their mobile phones. The
trainer provided insight to the students about the need of the application on every
individual’s phone. The trainer also explained the safety precautions that these
students could take to protect themselves from the crimes that are happening around
them online. It was insisted that the participants could set up their privacy settings in a
safer manner, updating their passwords from time to time and updating their mobile

phones in regular intervals.
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Session 5: Legislative Policies and Redressal Mechanism:

After session 4 the students were asking about the reporting of crimes and
punishing the criminals, whether it is possible or the possible measures could be taken
to stop the perpetrators. Mr.Thomas explained that the first measure is to take
prevention and if the crime happens after then it is important to report it. In many
cases reporting behaviour seems to be less because of the lack of details, lack of
awareness or fear that blame could be put on the victim rather than on the perpetrator.
In case of women are blamed if they become victims of circumstances.

The trainer said that if a crime happens reporting is a must to avoid further damage as
well as to prevent others from such issues. Reporting helps to identify criminals and
punish them. He explained the legislative policies to punish the criminals who commit
such crimes against women and children. Mr.Thomas concluded the session with the
note that prevention is better than falling as a prey, if all we become the prey of a
situation we could always find a remedy through legal policies.
Feedback/Conclusion:

Feedback was provided by the participants as prior to this program they were
unaware of the advantages and disadvantages of using technology. They also told that
they were unaware of the cyber crime and its issues which are known to them as
instances that happened to someone known or unknown. They also stated that they
would teach their fellow students and friends to be aware of such crimes and report
them if it happens to them. The students also emphasised that they are expecting
much similar training programs which keep them aware of the globe and its
happenings.
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