Report on Training Programme on Technology Facilitated Gender Based
Violence (TFGBV) — Madurai (04" October, 2023)

Socio-demographic of Madurai

Madurai is a major city in Tamil Nadu, India and is also referred to as cultural capital of the
state. The city is known for its rich heritage and promoting Tamil language through gathering
of tamil scholars and poets from all over. The city has been in existence since about 4™ century
BC and this city is mentioned in ancient books of Greek ambassador of Maurya Empire,
Megasthenes and Chandragupta Maurya’s minister Kautilya, Romans and Arabs. There are
several historical monuments and sculptures in Madurai. Meenakshi Temple and Tirumalai
Nayak Palace are the most famous and prominent among the monuments. In South portion of
Tamil Nadu, Madurai is an important educational and industrial hub. Madurai city is one of the
top manufacturers of rubber, chemical and granite in India. Madurai was famous for plantation
of jasmine, which was called “Madurai Malli.” This Madurai city is a really beautiful place for
religious people as there are famous temples. Madurai is one of the most revered Hindu
Pilgrimage sites in India, known for its colourful Dravidian-style temples (the Dravidian temple
is typically square or rectangular in plan. The sanctum sanctorum is located in the center. The
sanctum sanctorum is the most sacred part of the temple and it houses the image of the deity)
like Meenakshi Amman temple, Azhagar Kovil, Koodal Azhagar temple and
Thirupparankundram. All these temples are considered to be historical monuments of the city.

The city has documented history of more than 2500 years.

About the Partnering Institution

Madurai Kamaraj university is a public state university in Madurai city. The university was
established in 1966. This is one of the 15 universities in India where University Grant
commission awarded the university with potential for excellence status. When established, it
was named Madurai university and later was changed to Madurai Kamaraj University in 1978
to honour former Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, K Kamaraj. Kumaraswami Kamaraj was an
Indian Independence activist and politician and served as Chief minister from the period 1954-
1963. As chief minister, he was responsible for bringing free education to disadvantaged and
introduced the free midday meal scheme. He was awarded with India’s highest civilian honour-
the Bharat Ratna in 1976. The university consist of 77 renowned departments and 20 renowned

schools as whole. Department of Political science of Madurai Kamaraj University helped us



with conducting this training program successfully. There are around 121 colleges and

institutions under Madurai Kamaraj University.

Training Program — Madurai

The training program commenced with welcome address given by Prof. D. Ramakrishnan.
He is the Head and Chairperson of the Department of Political science, School of Social
Science. Dr. Ramakrishnan’s areas of specialization are Indian foreign policy and Indian polity.
He has a research experience of 13 years and teaching experience of 26 years. He emphasized
on how we give importance to development and empowerment of women. He spoke about how
different forms of cyber-crime exist with technological development and how victims are
sometimes not even aware that a crime has occurred up until too late. He also put emphasis on
how public has to be vigilant when it comes to sharing their personal details.

Inaugural address was given by Dr. J. Kumar, Vice Chancellor, Madurai Kamaraj University,
Madurai. Dr. Kumar is the president of the academy of sciences in Chennai. He has been
awarded the Specialista in Scienza e TechnologiadeiMateriali title by University of Parma,
Italy. The Tamil Nadu government has awarded Dr. Kumar, the Tamil Nadu scientist award,
2012. He is also a recipient of the prestigious, department of atomic energy young scientist
award. He spoke about how society plays a major role in how the next generation turns out. He
spoke about how it is important for everyone to stay updated on different forms of crime and
how to overcome it, with different examples. He also spoke about how technological
advancement has changed a lot and yet women are still scared to explore many aspects in their
life and if they are pushed back to a corner, some still resist to fight.

Prof. M. Priyamvadha spoke and explained about the program. She spoke how cyber space
is a virtual space where different forms of crimes take place. Anonymity is another major factor
which is why mor new forms of crimes keeps coming to light. She spoke about Nigerian Prince
scam which is basically a phishing attack where perpetrator reaches out for potential victims
by promising them a large sum of money in return for some small payment or personal details.
She also spoke about how virtual democracy is being misused. Advantage of using internet 10
years ago is very different from people using it now and emphasis was given on how youngsters
experience fear of victimization as almost all youngsters use different platforms of social
media. She gave a brief description of the training program as well.

Mr. Jegadesh Kumar, Ph.D. research scholar in Criminology from University of Madras,

gave the vote of thanks for the inaugural session.
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Profile of the participants

For the training program 56 participants were present. Profile of the participants included
Post graduate students from political science and criminology department, assistant professor,
guest lecturer, house wife, research scholars, self-help group workers, activist, working women

and members from NGOs. Participants were enthusiastic and was eager to participate and learn.

About the Trainers

Three trainers were involved in training program in Madurai. Prof. M. Priyamvadha, Mr.
Thomas Gowthaman and Ms. Parvathy CG took the sessions. First, Dr. M. Priyamvadha,
Professor, Department of criminology, University of Madras. Second was Mr. Thomas
Gowthaman, who is currently a Ph.D. research scholar in Criminology from University of
Madras. He is also Junior Research fellow, University grant Commission and is also qualified
for assistant professor. Third, was Parvathy C. G, who is also a Ph.D. research scholar in

Criminology from University of Madras. All three trainers, provided the participants with



awareness on technology facilitated violence against women and the preventive measures that
they can adopt to stay safe. The training modules were explained in tamil (regional language)

and english.

Training program details

Program Schedule
10am to 11am Inauguration
11lam to 12 noon Session - 1 Introduction to Digital
Technology
12 noon to 1pm Session - 2 Overview of TFGBV
1.00pm to 2.00 pm Lunch
2.00 pm to 3.00 pm Session - 3 Forms of TFGBV
3.00 pm to 4.00 pm Session - 4 Awareness, prevention, and
detection on TFGBV
4.00pm to 5 pm Session - 5 Response to TFGBV
5.00pm to 5.30pm Evaluation, Feedback and
Closing Remarks

Session 1

Session 1 started with the statistics on how the technology has misused and talked about how
technology should be used in a mindful way. The resource person explained the uses of internet
in different field such as for education purposes like how schools and colleges use google
classroom after covid. Internet is also used for entertainment purposes, financial purposes,
news and information. Suicide rates due to internet game addiction has also been increasing;
attention span has reduced due to severe phone usage; physiological problems like stiffness of
hand, fingers, eye problem and neurological problems are some of the disadvantages of using
internet. Some of the advantages of using internet is global connectivity. Around 20 years ago
in health care field, midwives were able to tell if the next child is going to be a boy or a girl
using umbilical cord without any technology but now with technology it has become much
easier but with technological advancement the negative aspect is incidents like organ
harvesting. With technology, Tamil Nadu police collection of intelligence and retaining the

data can be done efficiently.




Session 2

Session 2 explained different forms of gender-based violence technology facilitated. The
resource person also explained how artificial intelligence is used and how it might can be really
bad for humans in the future. Artificial intelligence like Chat GPT can help write notes, fiction,
poems, even diagnose health issues. She also explained about how lack of awareness is one of
the main causes for not reporting crimes. India is in 5" place when it comes having better
reporting mechanism. Participants were very eager to answer and this was a very interactive

session.

Session 3

An activity was given to the participants, in which participants were provide with a sheet was
provided where 8 occupations were mentioned and they were asked to mention which gender
came to their mind first when they see the occupation. The main notion of this activity was
gender sensitization. For Nurse, majority mentioned female while only few people mentioned
male; for Politician, majority mentioned male while only few people mentioned female; for
Street Hawker, majority mentioned male while only few people mentioned female ; for Lawyer,
both male and female were mentioned; for Fire Fighter, majority mentioned male while no one
mentioned female; for School Principal, majority mentioned female while only few people
mentioned female; for Care Taker, majority mentioned female while only a few mentioned
male and Village Chief, majority mentioned male while only few people mentioned female.
Another group activity was conducted in which the participants were separated into three
groups and each group was give different topic and was give 15 minutes after which they have
to come and present. Topic given to group 1 was intimate partner violence. They explained that
itis the abuse or aggression caused in a romantic relationship and some of the causes mentioned
include low self-esteem, low education, alcoholism, drug use, angry problems etc. they spoke
about how India’s patriarchal society is also one of the reasons. Some of the abuse is physical
abuse, emotional abuse, psychological abuse, sexual abuse etc. Both the gender plays a role in
intimate partner violence. Dowry, dominance over their partner, blaming women for not
satisfying the need of their partner, expecting women to be the calmer one in the relationship,
always being doubtful, criticizing every aspect, verbal violence is all some of the reasons why
there an increase in intimate partner violence. There was a case in Kerala, India where a
husband purchased a cobra in the intention of killing his wife because of clash in dowry
received.

The topic of group 2 was non partner violence. The presenter explained that non partner
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violence means acts of violence committed by any person that is not a current or former
husband. Some of the kinds of abuse include physical abuse, verbal abuse, sexual abuse, and
economic violence like acid attack because of love failure. Preventive measures include
education, awareness, implementing community program, strengthening laws and safety in
work place.

The topic of group 3 was child abuse. The presenter explained that abuse or maltreatment of
anyone under 18 years of age that includes both girls and boys. There is always a stereotype
by society on how male children have to be strong and not show much emotions especially if
they are sad. In cases of child abuse, statistics says the culprit will mostly be someone they
knew or close with. Report says that around 450000 children reported abuse in India. One of
the reasons why reporting behaviour is the lack of awareness or because their parents are scared
to report fearing the shame. Some of the laws that helps children include — POCSO, prevention
of child marriage. Children should be taught to share everything with their parents without fear.

Parents should make their children comfortable to be with them.

Session 4

This session explained how to keep your social media account safe and provided
precautionary measures to protect personal details from perpetrator. Some of the measures
include to use strong password, to make account private, avoid over sharing etc. provided
awareness on how one’s history can be analyzed using their post or stories. Avoiding using
public WIFI, recognizing danger, selective communication and reporting and blocking abusive
user can be some of the precautionary measures to protect themselves. Some of the participant
spoke about how public data is being leaked through public charging port when only cable can

be connected.

Session 5

Session 5 was the importance of reporting behaviour and how if people come forward with
what happened to them, precautionary measure for that crime can be taken. Session 5 included
explaining traditional crimes and the penalization for the crimes. The awareness of the
information technology act in 2000 addresses offenses including tampering with computer
source documents. Rules of this act made grievance redressal mechanism to be included in
social media platforms so that they can raise their grievances then and there. Website named
cybercrime.gov.in was explained in detail where anyone with internet can file a complaint and

do not have to go to police station to raise their complaint in India. The lack of awareness about
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where to complaint is also a main reason for decline in reporting behaviour. A detailed step by
step procedure to register complaint was given. The importance of emergency app was given

for women and girls so that they can protect themselves.

Feedback/ conclusion

Valuable feedback was given by participants. They suggested to also provide sensitization to
boys as well and make them aware of the crimes and consequences. One participant spoke
about how girls and boys should be given equal importance and how she treats bother her kids’
equal treatment. Both have chores to do around in the house and are given equal phone time
privileges. She also spoke about how internet helps her and have many advantages and how
her daughter who uses social media platforms gives her updated about everything. Some

participants also mentioned how it would have been good if the program just wasn’t for one

day.

Image 6 & 7: Activity conducted



Image 8: Group picture in Madurai



