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Report on Training Programme on Technology Facilitated Gender Based 

Violence (TFGBV) – Rameswaram (06th October, 2023) 

 

Socio-demographic of Rameswaram 

  Rameswaram is a municipality in the Ramanathapuram district of the Indian state of Tamil 

Nadu. It is on Pamban Island separated from mainland India by the Pamban Bridge and is about 

40 kilometres from Mannar Island, Sri Lanka. Pamban bridge is India’s first sea bridge built in 

1914. Rameswaram is the terminus of the railway line from Chennai and Madurai which is 

currently under renovation after damage due to corrosion. Rameswaram is considered to be 

one of the holiest places in India to Hindus and is part of the Char Dham pilgrimage. 

Rameswaram is the second closest point from which to reach Sri Lanka from India and 

geological evidence suggests that the Rama Sethu was a former land connection between India 

and Sri Lanka. Renowned for being a pilgrimage destination, Rameswaram is home to the 

famous Ramanathaswamy Temple, known for its architecture. Before entering the temple, it is 

believed that one has to first bath in Agni Tirtham (Lord of fire has to wash of his sin in the 

beach and hence the name Angi Tirtham, where Agni means fire and Tirtham means holy 

water) and then enter the temple and then get blessing of water from 22 wells located in the 

corridor of Ramanathaswamy temple. Apart from being a place noted for worship, 

Rameswaram also has beautiful beaches and adventure sports like scuba diving are among the 

amusements offered in the region. According to 2011 census, Rameswaram had a population 

of 44,85 and the average literacy of the town was 73.36%. Main occupation of in Rameswaram 

is marginal agricultural labour and hose hold industries 

 

About the Partnering Institution  

  Bharat Ratna Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam Government Arts and Science College in Rameswaram 

was established in 2019. The college is affiliated to Alagappa University in Karaikudi, Tamil 

Nadu. The college has 5 Undergraduate courses including bachelors in Tamil, English, 

Mathematics, Commerce and Computer science. The college was named after Avul Pakir 

Jainulabdeen Abdul Kalam who was an Indian aerospace scientist and served as the 11th 

president of India from 2002 to 2007. He was born and raised in Rameswaram, Tamil Nadu 

and his main area of study was physics and aerospace engineering. He worked as a scientist 

and science administrator, at the Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) 

and Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO). He was involved in India's civilian space 
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programme and military missile development efforts. He thus came to be known as the Missile 

Man of India for his work on the development of ballistic missile and launch vehicle 

technology. Kalam has received 7 honorary doctorates and the Government of India honoured 

him with the Padma Bhushan (1981); Padma Vibhushan (1990) and Bhart Ratna (1997) for his 

contribution to the scientific research and modernisation of defence technology in India. 

Following his death, Kalam received numerous tributes. The Tamil Nadu state government 

announced that his birthday, 15 October, would be observed across the state as "Youth 

Renaissance Day;" the state government further instituted the "Dr. A. P. J. Abdul Kalam 

Award", constituting an 8-gram gold medal, a certificate and ₹500,000 (US$6,300). The award 

will be awarded annually on Independence Day, beginning in 2015, to residents of the state 

with achievements in promoting scientific growth, the humanities or the welfare of students. 

Training Program – Rameswaram 

  Welcome address was given by Dr. Ramesh Kumar, who is currently Assistant Professor and 

Head for the Department of English (Deputation). He has 23 years of experience in teaching 

profession in which he spent 9 years in Government higher secondary school as post graduate 

assistant in English. He has been working in this college since 2019. He spoke about the 

importance of girls learning the safe way of using social media and how it is important for 

women to safe guard themselves from cyber-crime.  

   Inaugural session was given by Deputy Superintendent of Police Umadevi. She has been 

serving as DSP, Rameswaram since 2019. She spoke about the value of education. She also 

emphasized on how 1 in 10 people only report cyber crime and why reporting is important. She 

also spoke about the safe handling of internet by college student because increase in cyber-

crime like morphing, where photos are sold for up to 100 dollars. She emphasized on using 

cyber-crime helpline as sometimes if complained within 24 hours, can be returned. She also 

advised on not trusting any Chinese apps as they collect personal information and due to lack 

of awareness public use this application. 

   Prof. M. Priyamvadha gave an explanation of what the training program entails. Moto of the 

program. She also focused on how young girls fall for victims of cyber-crime without even 

knowing it and ends up with reporting it fearing of being stereotyping from society. She 

informed the participants how the training is going to help them learn the kind of cyber-crime 

and how to report and where to report the crime and get justice.  
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           Image 1: Banner for the program                                     Image 2: Inaugural session 

 

     
Image 3: Ms. Umadevi delivering inaugural address                       Image 4: participants  

 

Profile of the participants  

  The program has 48 participants present. Profile of the participants include home makers, 

business women (sea shell products), beauty therapist, lab technician, chief of temple, 

volunteer and teachers, office staff and guest lecturers.  

 

About the Trainers 

  Four trainers were involved in training program in Rameswaram. Prof. M. Priyamvadha, Mr. 

Thomas Gowthaman, Mr. Jegadesh Kumar and Ms. Parvathy CG took the sessions. First, Dr. 

M. Priyamvadha, Professor, Department of criminology, University of Madras. Second was 

Mr. Thomas Gowthaman, who is currently a Ph.D. research scholar in Criminology from 

University of Madras. He is also Junior Research fellow, University grant Commission and is 

also qualified for assistant professor. Third, was Mr. Jegadesh Kumar, who is currently a Ph.D. 

research scholar in Criminology from University of Madras. He is also Junior Research fellow, 

University grant Commission and is also qualified for assistant professor and fourth was 

Parvathy C. G, who is also a Ph.D. research scholar in Criminology from University of Madras.  
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All three trainers, provided the participants with awareness on technology facilitated violence 

against women and the preventive measures that they can adopt to stay safe. The training 

modules were explained in tamil (regional language). 

 

Training program details 

Program Schedule 

10am to 11am Inauguration 

11am to 12 noon Session - 1  Introduction to Digital 

Technology  

12 noon to 1pm Session - 2 Overview of TFGBV  

1.00pm to 2.00 pm Lunch  

2.00 pm to 3.00 pm Session - 3 Forms of TFGBV  

3.00 pm to 4.00 pm Session - 4 Awareness, prevention, and 

detection on TFGBV 

4.00pm to 5 pm Session - 5 Response to TFGBV 

5.00pm to 5.30pm Evaluation, Feedback and 

Closing Remarks 

 

  

Session 1 

   Session 1 begin with explaining how technology can be used and both the advantages and 

disadvantages of cyber space and how it has no borders or boundaries. Some of the main 

advantages of internet usage include Education and e learning; Entertainment; Banking and 

financial services; News and information; Research and information gathering; Health and 

wellness; Travel and booking; Professional networking and Government services. Each of 

these were explained with example. Some of the examples include how one the NGO member 

who attended the program in Madurai mentioned how they work on creating awareness among 

women in telling how cyst formed in uterus can be removed using siddha medicine or ayurveda 

medicine which are affordable than listening to suggestions such as removing uterus as a 

solution which are expensive. These suggestions are given by multi-specialty hospitals who 

are just money minded. In order to reveal a problem like cyst, hospitals require technological 

advancement which can be done using internet. This is one the situation where internet is used 

in a negative way which hurts people without them knowing. But in a positive way it is because 

of internet that we know if there is any problem with unborn child inside mother’s womb during 
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routine pregnancy check-up for mothers-to-be. When asked participants to mention the 

examples of the advantage on internet they mentioned location sharing, uploading covid 

certificates, government exams, income certificate, birth certificate, wedding certificate, land 

registration, abroad scholarship for education, government scholarship etc. Tamil Nadu 

government is providing financial assistance of Rs.1000 every month for women, if she is the 

breadwinner of the family and this money is directly transferred to the account through internet; 

Tamil Nadu Women Development Cooperation for helping women are some of the examples 

given. While talking about advantages, some of the disadvantages of internet mentioned 

include cyber bullying like spreading fake news including death of a prominent person or fake 

holidays news; polarization of political agendas, hurtful comments, getting addicted, bodily 

deformities such as hand stiffness, eye irritation, nervous problems etc. Because of the radiation 

from towers providing internet, a species of bird named the house sparrow is nearly extinct.  

 

Session 2  

   In session 2 when asked participants what are the problems they faced, they said that women 

are faced to overwork and are being dominated by their partners; Women never have 

independence to do or be anything they like; they are usually stereotyped into being what their 

partners prefer; dowry issues are also common and also troubles with in-laws were also 

mentioned. Resource person explained why just women are the main target audience of the 

program because women are more affected by men in both moral and literal way. The fact that 

we live in patriarchal society still is one of the reasons why women are stereotyped. Issues such 

as Infanticides if found to be girls are still in existence. Girls are still demotivated to pursue 

education. Gender discrimination and inequality is still prevalent in our society. Women still 

feel unsafe to travel after 10pm. Resource person also mentioned the helpline-1092 that can be 

used by women when in need  

 

Session 3  

   Session 3 started with group activity. Participants were divided into two groups and each 

group were given a topic and 15 minutes to discuss among the group and were asked to present. 

Topic given for group 1was intimate partner violence. The points they emphasized were that 

men seems to be opinionated and dominated every aspect of their partner’s life. Women were 

letting to go to work even though they had good educational background and qualification; 

when it comes to women who are working, they are questioned if they come late; not letting 

their partner to travel freely; forcing women to do things they don’t like; physically threatening 
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by their husband; restricting wives to visit her parents; forcing to wear traditional dress etc. 

topic given to group 2 was child abuse. Points mentioned by this group that parents should 

motivate their kids to come forwards with any form of issues they face; parents should teach 

their kids what good touch and bad touch is; more than 50% of both boys and girls are being 

affected and some of which goes unreported; parents should be supportive with their children; 

some of the forms of abuse faced by children include physical abuse, sexual abuse and mental 

abuse. Parents not caring about children health is also a form of child abuse. Some of the 

symptoms to look out includes kids being aloof, not mingling, being depressed, not willing to 

disclose. Parents should handle their kids softly; they should give necessary medical care; equal 

education should be provided and equal treatment and opportunity should be given. 

 

Session 4  

   Another activity was given to the participants, in which participants were provide with a sheet 

was provided where 8 occupations were mentioned and they were asked to mention which 

gender came to their mind first when they see the occupation. For Nurse, majority mentioned 

female (45) while only few people mentioned male (3); for Politician, majority mentioned male 

(43) while only few people mentioned female (5); for Street Hawker, majority mentioned male 

(36) while only few people mentioned female (12); for Lawyer, both male and female were 

mentioned; for Fire Fighter, majority mentioned male (48) while no one mentioned female; for 

School Principal, majority mentioned male (46) while only few people mentioned female (2); 

for Care Taker, majority mentioned female (44) while only a few mentioned male (4) and 

Village Chief, majority mentioned male (45) while only few people mentioned female (3). 

Session 4 included the safe handling of internet and overall wellbeing. Using privacy setting, 

have secure and sensible connectivity. Using privacy setting, reporting abusive user, blocking 

users who you feel uncomfortable with, using strong password, avoid using public WIFI, avoid 

charging in public place where only cable needs to be connected because personal data will be 

leaked through it, updating software, using antivirus are all important factors which the 

resource person spoke in detail. Using digital environment in a safe way and how to use 

precautionary measures were also thoroughly described.   

 

Session 5 

     Session 5 started with a recall of what they learnt in the training program. Then the 

importance of reporting behaviour was mentioned. Public usually tends to not report because 

of the fear of what others might say. One of the participants mentioned that she started receiving 
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calls and messages from some random number even though she was a very private person. But 

when she informed her partner, he blamed her. Most of the other participants also agreed saying 

being blamed, when they are the victim is one of the reasons why people hesitate to report. 

Then the importance of Information Technology act was mentioned along with how grievance 

redressal mechanism has been implemented in social media to raise complaints directly as 

mentioned in the act. The awareness that public can report on the website cybercrime.gov.in 

sitting anywhere was provided or in any social media platform. The importance of using 

emergency app like Kavalan application which is prominently used in Tamil Nadu was given 

so that young girls and women use it when they find themselves in a difficult situation.  

 

Feedback/ conclusion 

   Participants mentioned that they were not aware that could report online or in any social 

media platform through grievance redressal mechanism. They were happy with session as it 

was informative and helpful for women and they said even if they didn’t go through anything, 

they can help others who are in distress and help them to report if they face any kind of cyber-

crime or become a victim to it.  

 

  Images 5: Participants having lunch  

 Image 6: Training Session 
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 Image 7: Training Session 

 Image 8: Activity conducted during the program 

   Image 9: Participants  

 

 

 

 

 

  

    

 

                    


